The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, October 11, 2026 8:00 a.m.

Welcome visitors and newcomers; we are glad you are here! If you would like more
information about the community of St. Thomas, please speak to a greeter or a member of the
clergy. To receive information by email, please fill out a visitor card found in the pew and give
to an usher or place in the offering plate.

Entrance Hymn 7 Christ, whose glory fills the skies Rastibon
Opening Acclamation page 323
Summary of the Law and Gloria in excelsis page 324
The Collect of the Day page 325
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And with thy spirit.

Celebrant Let us praY.

The Lessons
The people sit.

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah [25:1-9]

LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt.
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines
strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take
away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken.
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
Silence may follow.
Psalm 23 Dominus regit me

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.



4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

The Epistle

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Philippians [4:1-9]

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way,
my beloved.

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again [ will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen
in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

All stand.

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [22:1-14]
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the
wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his
farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king
was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his
slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and
invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe,
and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless.
Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon



The Nicene Creed page 326

Prayer of the People I page 383
Confession of Sin page 330
The Peace page 332
Offertory Hymn 645 The King of love my shepherd is St. Columba
The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer II) page 340
The Lord’s Prayer page 336
The Breaking of the Bread page 337
The Communion page 337

This is God'’s table, all are welcome. Gluten-free wafers are available by asking the minister. Communion can
be brought to your pew by letting an usher know.

Postcommunion Prayer and Blessing page 339

Dismissal Hymn 556 vv. 1-3 Rejoice ye, pure in heart Marion
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People Thanks be to God.
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Liturgical Ministers

Celebrant and Preacher :The Rev. Paul Briggs
Deacon: The Rev. Kristen Burkholder
Organist: Scott Dyer
Eucharistic Minister: Rev. Kristen Burkholder
Reader and Prayers of the People: Edmund Hartt
Usher: Vicki Boetsch

People in our Prayers

Healing: Linda Sink, Joan M., Victor Gould, Tiffany, Ronald Dunbar, Sr., Carmel, Rebecca Vogt, Sally Ann Williamson,
Ronald Dunbar, Michelle Gabrielsen, Kim Murphy, Gordon, Karen Nolan, Paul H, Kate Pinson, Tim C, Jan & Bill, Jan L,
Jeff, Sandra Covington, Br Richard Biernacki, Donald Verdery, Charles Lewis, Timothy Jackson, Catherine, Gay
Schueler, Ezra, Gwen Prosser, Lochlin, Mya Delisle, Andrew Moran, Donovan Bailey, Ned and Kathleen Bachus, Anna
and her child Brody, Ruth Tolman, Percy, Joan Grey, Jan Schaefer, Jason, Jeanie, Brian, Corey and his mom Heidi, Fr
Tom Pike, Evie Bridges, Vicki Boetsch, Janice Boetsch, Margery, Stephanie

October Birthdays: Rosalee Glass (1); Luceille Young (4); Lucy Lowry (6); Rebecca Vogt (7); Bill Conrad (14); Phyllis
Barry (17); Stephen Thomas (17); BC Lowry (18); Nancy Wright (25); Kathleen Buchanan (27); Doc Wallace (27); Sam
Cotton (31)

Diocese Cycle of Prayer: St. Thomas, Winn, Saint Mary’s, Falmouth, For the sick and those who care for them.

This Week at St. Thomas’

Sunday, October 11: 4:00 p.m. — 4:20 p.m.
Centering Prayer — Lady Chapel

Tuesday, October 13
8:30 a.m. Midcoast Clergy (Guild Room)
10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal (Music Room)
4:00 Outreach Committee (Conference Room)
5:00pm Vestry Meeting (Conference Room)




Wednesday, October 14:
9:30 a.m. Healing Prayer and Eucharist
11:00 a.m. Bible Study on Zoom (Contact Br. Donvan Bowley for link)

The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost October 18, 2026:
8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer (Refreshments follow in the Parish Hall)
4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer (Lady Chapel)

A.A. meetings are held daily at 6:30 p.m.
Office is open Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Announcements

Prepackaged side dishes are the food request for Camden Area Christian Food Pantry for the month of October.
Donations may be left inside the Wood Street entrance to the church.

Nursery for those 3 and under beginning at 9:45 a.m. Leader: Marjorie Vizethann.

Godly Play children ages 3-11 on Sundays. It’s a Montessori-based curriculum with a gentle way to invite wonder and
make meaning with core bible stories and will run nine weeks through November 20. Leaders: Anna Ford, Alexandra
Stewart, and Avery Reed.

Agape or Foyer Groups will meet three or four times between now and January 2027. There is no agenda other than
getting to know one another on a deeper level by sharing a meal and conversation outside of our regular church
gatherings.

Liturgical Ministries: Altar Guild, Flower Guild, Acolytes, Ushers, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers. Let us know if you
are interested in any of these ministries, there is always room for more. admin@stthomascamdenme.org

Interested in helping plan for Advent and Christmas celebrations? Liturgy Planning will meet with Fr. Briggs via
Zoom on Monday, October 19 at 4 p.m. Email interimrector@stthomascamdenme.org for article to read in preparation
for the meeting and a Zoom link.

We will return to “Winter Worship Schedule” with a combined service at 9:30 a.m. beginning Sunday, November 8.

The Christian Formation Team will meet in person on Sunday, October 18 after the 10 a.m. service in the Conference
Room.

Church Staff and Parish Officers

Carrie Rossiter, Parish Administrator The Rev. Paul Briggs, Interim Rector
admin@stthomascamdenme.org interimrector(@stthomascamdenme.org
Office: 207-236-3680 (860) 384-9193
Scott Dyer, Director of Music Ministry The Rev. Kristen Burkholder, Deacon
musicminister@stthomascamdenme.org deacon@stthomascamdenme.org

(207) 322-7816
The Rev. Dr. Rosalee Glass, Deacon Emeritus
Tony Coyne, Sexton
Elizabeth Moran, Senior Warden
Benjy Lowry, Junior Warden
Haunani Wallace, Treasurer
Anne Rogers-Popejoy, Vestry Clerk

Our Transition Vision Statement
"We will be a healthy and thriving multigenerational church whose rich liturgical tradition inspires us
to live out God’s love in our actions and decisions to better meet the needs of our community."

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

33 Chestnut Street P.O. Box 631 Camden, ME 04843
www.stthomascamdenme.org
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