The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 11, 2026 10:00 a.m.

Welcome visitors and newcomers; we are glad you are here! If you would like more
information about the community of St. Thomas, please speak to a greeter or a member of
the clergy. To receive information by email, please fill out a visitor card found in the
pew and give to an usher or place in the offering plate.
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the 1true, the on -ly Light
2 Dark and cheer-less is  the morn un - ac - com - pan - ied by thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine! Pierce the gloom of sin and grief!
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The people standing, the Celebrant says
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God,...
People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Chapel participants come forward as the following is sung
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The Celebrant says to the congregation
Will you pray for these young people and chaplains as they hear and receive God’s Word?
People We will.

The Celebrant then says to the chapel participants
Will you pray for us as we hear and receive God’s Word?

Chapel Participants We will.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Collect

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good works;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The people sit.
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah [25:1-9]

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt.
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
For you have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of
rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
Psalm 23 Dominus regit me

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.



6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

The Epistle
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Philippians [4:1-9]

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my
beloved.

[ urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion,
help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of
my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace
will be with you.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
All stand and sing
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Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [22:1-14]

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.



Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the
wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his
farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king
was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his
slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and
invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe,
and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless.
Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon
After a period of silence, all stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

All remain standing.

Deacon or other leader
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal
your glory in the world.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and
serve the common good.

Silence



Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others
and to your honor and glory.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he
loves us.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring
them the joy of your salvation.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy; Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Deacon says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand. Prayers for Anniversaries, Birthdays, Travel, etc. may be offered.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.



The Holy Communion

@_ Offertory Anthem As we gather at your table K. Lee
-+ Smith

Online Offerings: Scan the QR Code or click the Donate Button on our website (www.stthomascamden.org)

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all
creation as we sing:

Celebrant and People
S 124 Sanctus David Hurd
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The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole
world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:


https://www.stthomascamden.org/

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Celebrant then continues

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread S 164
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The Celebrant says\ The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The Communion

This is God’s table, all are welcome. You may receive at the altar or at the Communion station by the chancel steps.

Gluten-free wafers are available by asking the minister. Communion can be brought to your pew by letting an usher
know.

The following hymn is sung during the administration of Communion.

Hymn 645 The King of love my shepherd is St. Columba
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After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.



Celebrant and People

Loving God,

we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image

and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;

that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing
Announcements

Hymn 556 vv.1-3 Rejoice ye, pure in heart Marion

1 Re - joice, vye pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thunks, and singl  Your
2 With all  the an - gel  choirs, with all  the saints of  earth, pour
3 Your clear ho - san-nas raise, and al - le - lu - ias loud; while
4 Yes, on through life’slong path, still chant-ing  as ye go, from
5 Still lift your stand-ard  high, still march in firm ar - ray, as
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1 vouth to age, by night and day, in glad - ness and in woe.
5 wur - riors through the dark - ness toil, till dawns the gold - en day.
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*§ At last the march shall end; *7 Then on, ye pure in heart!
the wearied ones shall rest; Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!
the pilgrims find their Father’s house, Your glorious banner wave on high
Jerusalemn the blest. the cross of Christ your King.
Refrain Refrain

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common
Prayer, 1979. Hymn permissions (including streaming music) in this Service obtained from ONE LICENSE: License #A4-712382. All rights reserved



Liturgical Ministers

Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Paul Briggs
Deacon: The Rev. Kristen Burkholder
Organist: Scott Dyer
Eucharistic Minister: Jacqueline Recht, Rosalee Glass
Reader 1 & 2: Dean Jackson
Prayers of the People: Kate Jackson

Ushers TBA

People in our Prayers

Healing: Linda Sink, Joan M., Victor Gould, Tiffany, Ronald Dunbar, Sr., Carmel, Rebecca Vogt, Sally Ann
Williamson, Ronald Dunbar, Michelle Gabrielsen, Kim Murphy, Gordon, Karen Nolan, Paul H, Kate Pinson,
Tim C, Jan & Bill, Jan L, Jeft, Sandra Covington, Br Richard Biernacki, Donald Verdery, Charles Lewis,
Timothy Jackson, Catherine, Gay Schueler, Ezra, Gwen Prosser, Lochlin, Mya Delisle, Andrew Moran,
Donovan Bailey, Ned and Kathleen Bachus, Anna and her child Brody, Ruth Tolman, Percy, Joan Grey, Jan
Schaefer, Jason, Jeanie, Brian, Corey and his mom Heidi, Fr Tom Pike, Evie Bridges, Vicki Boetsch, Janice
Boetsch, Margery, Stephanie

October Birthdays: Rosalee Glass (1); Luceille Young (4); Lucy Lowry (6); Rebecca Vogt (7); Bill Conrad
(14); Phyllis Barry (17); Stephen Thomas (17); BC Lowry (18); Nancy Wright (25); Kathleen Buchanan (27);
Doc Wallace (27); Sam Cotton (31)

Diocese Cycle of Prayer: St. Thomas, Winn, Saint Mary’s, Falmouth, For the sick and those who care for
them..

This Week at St. Thomas’

Sunday, October 11: 4:00 p.m. — 4:20 p.m.
Centering Prayer — Lady Chapel

Tuesday, October 13
8:30 a.m. Midcoast Clergy (Guild Room)
10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal (Music Room)
4:00 p.m. Outreach Committee (Conference Room)
5:00 p.m. Vestry (Conference Room)

Wednesday, October 14:
9:30 a.m. Healing Prayer and Eucharist
11:00 a.m. Bible Study on Zoom (Contact Br. Donvan Bowley for link)

The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost October 18, 2026:
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il (Refreshments follow in the Parish Hall)
4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer (Lady Chapel)

A.A. meetings are held daily at 6:30 p.m.
Office is open Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Announcements

e Refreshments are available in the Parish Hall following the 10 a.m. service.

e Prepackaged side dishes are the food request for Camden Area Christian Food Pantry for the month of
October. Donations may be left inside the Wood Street entrance to the church.

e Nursery for those 3 and under beginning at 9:45 a.m. Leader: Marjorie Vizethann.



Godly Play children ages 3-11 on Sundays. It’s a Montessori-based curriculum with a gentle way to invite
wonder and make meaning with core bible stories and will run nine weeks through November 20. Leaders:
Anna Ford, Alexandra Stewart, and Avery Reed.

Agape or Foyer Groups will meet three or four times between now and January 2027. There is no agenda
other than getting to know one another on a deeper level by sharing a meal and conversation outside of our
regular church gatherings.

Liturgical Ministries: Altar Guild, Flower Guild, Acolytes, Ushers, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers. Let us
know if you are interested in any of these ministries, there is always room for more.
admin@stthomascamdenme.org

Interested in helping plan for Advent and Christmas celebrations? Liturgy Planning will meet with Fr.
Briggs via Zoom on Monday, October 19 at 4 p.m. Email interimrector@stthomascamdenme.org for article
to read in preparation for the meeting and a Zoom link.

We will return to “Winter Worship Schedule” with a combined service at 9:30 a.m. beginning Sunday,
November 8.

The Christian Formation Team will meet in person on Sunday, October 18 after the 10 a.m. service in the
Conference Room.

Church Staff and Parish Officers

Carrie Rossiter, Parish Administrator The Rev. Paul Briggs, Interim Rector
admin@stthomascamdenme.org interimrector@stthomascamdenme.org
Office: 207-236-3680 (860) 384-9193
Scott Dyer, Director of Music Ministry The Rev. Kristen Burkholder, Deacon
musicminister@stthomascamdenme.org deacon(@stthomascamdenme.org

(207) 322-7816

The Rev. Dr. Rosalee Glass, Deacon Emeritus
Tony Coyne, Sexton
Elizabeth Moran, Senior Warden
Benjy Lowry, Junior Warden
Haunani Wallace, Treasurer
Anne Rogers-Popejoy, Vestry Clerk

i

Our Transition Vision Statement
"We will be a healthy and thriving multigenerational church whose rich liturgical tradition inspires us
to live out God’s love in our actions and decisions to better meet the needs of our community."

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

33 Chestnut Street P.O. Box 631 Camden, ME 04843

www.stthomascamdenme.org
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