
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, October 4, 2026   8:00 a.m. 

Welcome visitors and newcomers; we are glad you are here!  If you would like more 

information about the community of St. Thomas, please speak to a greeter or a member of the 

clergy.  To receive information by email, please fill out a visitor card found in the pew and give 

to an usher or place in the offering plate. 

 

Entrance Hymn 448    O love, how deep, how broad, how high  Deus tourum militum 

Opening Acclamation           page 323 

Summary of the Law and Gloria in excelsis       page 324 

The Collect of the Day          page 325 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Lessons 

The people sit.   

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah [5:1-7] 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 

He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 

judge between me and my vineyard. 

What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? 

When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 

And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 

For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; 

he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, but heard a cry! 
 

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
Silence may follow. 

Psalm 80:7-14  Qui regis Israel 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 

you cast out the nations and planted it. 



9 You prepared the ground for it; * 

it took root and filled the land. 

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 

and its branches to the River. 

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 

behold and tend this vine; * 

preserve what your right hand has planted. 

The Epistle 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Philippians [3:4b-14] 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the 

people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything 

as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness 

of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 

faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him 

in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because 

Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader 

People 
The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
All stand. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [21:33-46] 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a 

wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest 

time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, 

killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 

way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said 

to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of 

the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They 

said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give 

him the produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits 

of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 



When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They 

wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

 

The Sermon  

The Nicene Creed           page 326 

Prayer of the People I          page 383 

Confession of Sin           page 330 

The Peace            page 332 

Offertory Hymn 698   Eternal Spirit of the living Christ    Flentge 

The Great Thanksgiving (Eucharistic Prayer II)       page 340 

The Lord’s Prayer           page 336 

The Breaking of the Bread          page 337 

The Communion           page 337 

This is God’s table, all are welcome.  Gluten-free wafers are available by asking the minister.  Communion can 

be brought to your pew by letting an usher know. 

Postcommunion Prayer and Blessing        page 339 

Dismissal Hymn 552   Fight the good fight with all thy might   Pentecost  
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Liturgical Ministers 

Celebrant and Preacher :The Rev. Paul Briggs 

Deacon: The Rev. Kristen Burkholder 

Organist: Scott Dyer 

Eucharistic Minister: The Rev. Kristen Burkholder 

Reader and Prayers of the People: Amy Frankel 

Usher: Edmund Hartt 

 

People in our Prayers 

Healing: Linda Sink, Joan M., Victor Gould, Tiffany, Ronald Dunbar, Sr., Carmel, Kathy Wolfe, Rebecca 

Vogt, Sally Ann Williamson, Ronald Dunbar, Michelle Gabrielsen, Kim Murphy, Gordon, Karen Nolan, Paul 

H, Kate Pinson, Tim C, Jan & Bill, Jan L, Jeff, Sandra Covington, Br Richard Biernacki, Donald Verdery, 

Charles Lewis, Timothy Jackson, Catherine, Gay Schueler, Ezra, Gwen Prosser, Lochlin, Mya Delisle, Andrew 

Moran, Donovan Bailey, Ned and Kathleen Bachus, Anna and her child Brody, Ruth Tolman, Percy, Joan Grey, 

Jan Schaefer, Jason, Jeanie, Brian, Corey and his mom Heidi, Fr Tom Pike, Evie Bridges, Vicki Boetsch, Janice 

Boetsch, Margery, Stephanie 

October Birthdays: Rosalee Glass (1); Luceille Young (4); Lucy Lowry (6); Rebecca Vogt (7); Bill Conrad 

(14); Phyllis Barry (17); Stephen Thomas (17); BC Lowry (18); Nancy Wright (25); Kathleen Buchanan (27); 

Doc Wallace (27); Sam Cotton (31) 

Diocese Cycle of Prayer: St. Thomas’, Winn, Saint Mary’s, Falmouth, For the sick and those who care for 

them. 



 

This Week at St. Thomas’ 

Sunday, October 4: 4:00 p.m. – 4:20 p.m. 

Centering Prayer – Lady Chapel 

Tuesday, October 6: 

10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal (Music Room) 

Wednesday, October 7: 

9:30 a.m. Healing Prayer and Eucharist 

11:00 a.m. Bible Study on Zoom (Contact Br. Donvan Bowley for link) 

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost October 11, 2026: 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Refreshments follow in the Parish Hall) 

4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer (Lady Chapel) 

A.A. meetings are held daily at 6:30 p.m. 

Office is open Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 

Announcements 

You are invited to be part of worship planning for the Advent/Christmas/Epiphany Seasons.  We will meet on 

Zoom on Monday, October 19 from 4 p.m. to 5:15 p.m.  Please email Fr. Briggs for material to read to 

preparation for the meeting and a Zoom link. 

We will return to "winter schedule" of one combined service at 9:30 a.m. beginning Sunday, November 8. 

Church Staff and Parish Officers 

Carrie Rossiter, Parish Administrator 

admin@stthomascamdenme.org  

Office: 207-236-3680 

 

The Rev. Paul Briggs, Interim Rector 

interimrector@stthomascamdenme.org 

(860) 384-9193 

Scott Dyer, Director of Music Ministry 

musicminister@stthomascamdenme.org 

 

The Rev. Kristen Burkholder, Deacon 

deacon@stthomascamdenme.org 

(207) 322-7816 

The Rev. Dr. Rosalee Glass, Deacon Emeritus 

Tony Coyne, Sexton 

Elizabeth Moran, Senior Warden 

Benjy Lowry, Junior Warden 

Haunani Wallace, Treasurer 

Anne Rogers-Popejoy, Vestry Clerk 

 

 

 

Our Transition Vision Statement 

"We will be a healthy and thriving multigenerational church whose rich liturgical tradition inspires us  

to live out God’s love in our actions and decisions to better meet the needs of our community." 

 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
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