The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday, July S, 2026 10:00 a.m.

Welcome visitors and newcomers; we are glad you are here! If you would like
more information about the community of St. Thomas, please speak to a greeter or a
member of the clergy. To receive information by email, please fill out a visitor card

found in the pew and give to an usher or place in the offering plate.

Cwm Rhondda
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The people standing, the Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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Celebrant Almighty God,...

People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Chapel participants come forward as the following is sung
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.
The Celebrant says to the congregation

Will you pray for these young people and chaplains as they hear and receive God’s Word?

People We will.
The Celebrant then says to the chapel participants



Will you pray for us as we hear and receive God’s Word?

Chapel Participants We will.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of your
Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The people sit.
A Reading from the book of the prophet Zechariah [9:9-12]

’Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
'"He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war-horse from Jerusalem,;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
'1As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
“Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

Psalm 145:8-15

Remain seated.

“The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
‘The LORD is loving to everyone *
and his compassion is over all his works.
'"All your works praise you, O LORD, *
and your faithful servants bless you.
""They make known the glory of your kingdom *
and speak of your power;
"”That the peoples may know of your power *
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
“Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
your dominion endures throughout all ages.
"“The LORD is faithful in all his words *
and merciful in all his deeds.
'The LORD upholds all those who fall; *
he lifts up those who are bowed down.



A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome

[7:15-25a]

"I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. '“Now if I do what I do
not want, I agree that the law is good. '"But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. '“For I know
that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. ""For I do not do the
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. “’Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin

that dwells within me.

ISo I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. “’For I delight in the law of God in
my inmost self, “’but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of
sin that dwells in my members. ““Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? ***Thanks be to

God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.

Sequence Hymn 599

Lift every voice and sing

Lift Every Voice

All stand.
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Deacon

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [11:16-19, 25-30]

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, '*“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one
another,'’“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

"“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; '“the Son of Man came eating and drinking,
and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her
deeds.”

*At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from
the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; “°yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. *’All things
have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

“%“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. “’Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. “’For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Deacon

People



The Sermon
After a period of silence, all stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

All remain standing.

Almighty God, giver of all good things:
We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this land. They restore us, though we often destroy them.
Heal us.

We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us rich, though we often exploit them.
Forgive us.

We thank you for the men and women who have made this country strong. They are models for us, though we often fall
short of them.
Inspire us.

We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has drawn people from every nation, though we
have often hidden from its light.
Enlighten us.

We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It sustains our life, though we have been faithless
again and again.
Renew us.

Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance and prejudice,

and to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when all our people, with many voices in one united chorus, will
glorify your holy Name. Amen.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,



things done and left undone;

and so uphold us by your Spirit

that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand.
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion

The people stand as the offerings are brought forward. Online Offerings: Scan the QR Code or click the Donate
Button on our website (www.stthomascamden.org)

Offertory Anthem How Can I Keep from Singing Pauline T/Robert Lowry

The Great Thanksgiving

The People remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all
the world. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices
with all creation as we sing:

Celebrant and People
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The Celebrant continues

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image and called us
to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth
your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness
in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never
ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the
wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal
Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,
and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine.

By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these
gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage
of your daughters and sons, that with [ and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come,

we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN

The Celebrant then continues

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread S 164
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The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The Communion
This is God’s table, all are welcome. You may receive at the altar or at the Communion station by the chancel steps.

Gluten-free wafers are available by asking the minister. Communion can be brought to your pew by letting an usher
know.

The following hymn is sung during the administration of Communion.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Loving God,

we give you thanks

for restoring us in your image

and nourishing us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed;

that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing

Announcements
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Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common
Prayer, 1979. Hymn permissions (including streaming music) in this Service obtained from ONE LICENSE: License #A4-712382. All rights reserved

Liturgical Ministers

Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Paul Briggs
Organist: Scott Dyer
Eucharistic Minister: Bill Freeman, Dean Jackson
Reader: Kate Jackson
Prayers of the People: Bill Freeman
Ushers: Jim Ebbert, Lucy Ebbert



People in our Prayers

Healing: Sally Ann Williamson, Ronald Dunbar, Michelle Gabrielsen, Karen Nolan, Paul H., Kate Pinson, Tim C., Bill,
Jan, Jan L., Jeff, Sandra Covington, Peter Walker, Br. Richard Biernacki BSG, Jeff, Donald Verdery, Charles Lewis,
Timothy Jackson, Catherine, Gay Schueler, Ezra. Gwen Prosser, Lochlin, Mya Delisle, Andrew Moran, Donovan Bowley,
Ned and Kathleen Bachus, Anna and her child Brody, Ruth Tolman, Phyllis, Percy, Joan Grey, Jan Schaefer, Jason,
Jeanie, Brian, Corey & his mother, Heidi, Fr. Tom Pike, Evie Bridges, Janice Boetsch, Vicki Boetsch, Margery,
Stephanie, Helen Russell

Those who have died: Budge Walen

July Birthdays: Cheryl White (12), Peggy Daniels (14), Taylor Pohlman (14), Yuliia Chompyska (19), Sarah Cotton (20),
Dean Jackson (28)

Diocese Cycle of Prayer: St. Peter's by the Sea, Cape Neddick, St. Christopher's, Winter Harbor, For all victims of war

This Week at St. Thomas’

Tuesday, July 7:
10:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal (Music Room)

Wednesday, July 8:
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Healing
11:00 a.m. Bible Study on Zoom (Contact Donvan Bowley for link)

The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, July 12:
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il (Lemonade and iced tea on the lawn)

A.A. meetings are held daily at 6:30 p.m.

Office is open Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.

St. Thomas’ Church is looking for a Parish Administrator. Well organized, computer literate, good
communicator. Flexible hours. Inquiries may be directed to the Rev. Paul Briggs,
interimrector@stthomascamdenme.org

Church Staff and Parish Officers

The Rev. Paul Briggs, Interim Rector Scott Dyer, Director of Music Ministry
interimrector(@stthomascamdenme.org musicminister@stthomascamdenme.org
(860) 384-9193

The Rev. Dr. Rosalee Glass, Deacon Emeritus

The Rev. Kristen Burkholder, Deacon Tony Coyne, Sexton
deacon(@stthomascamdenme.org Elizabeth Moran, Senior Warden
(207) 322-7816 Benjy Lowry, Junior Warden

Terry Mello, Treasurer
Anne Rogers-Popejoy, Vestry Clerk

Our Transition Vision Statement
"We will be a healthy and thriving multigenerational church whose rich liturgical tradition inspires us
to live out God'’s love in our actions and decisions to better meet the needs of our community."

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

33 Chestnut Street P.O. Box 631 Camden, ME 04843
www.stthomascamdenme.org
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