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The Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
 

In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant may address the people in these or similar words 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites 

her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, 

by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

The Celebrant may say the following prayer 

Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and 

grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of 

everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon bearing the Candle, pausing three times and singing  

 

Members of the congregation light their candles from the Paschal Candle at this time.  

The Paschal Candle is placed in its stand. 

Then the Deacon, standing near the Candle, sings the Exsultet,  

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 

and let your trumpets shout Salvation 

for the victory of our mighty King. 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, 

bright with a glorious splendor, 

for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, 

and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 

resound with the praises of your people. 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, 

pray with me to God the Almighty 

for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 

through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

 
 

 



Deacon 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, 

almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the 

feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people. 

This is the night, when you brought our forebearers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through 

the Red Sea on dry land. 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and 

holiness of life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you 

gave a Son. 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and 

joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God. 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice of this lighted candle, which as at this time your holy Church makes and offers 

to you by the hands of your servants the work of the bees, your creatures.  May it shine continually to drive away all 

darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his light to all creation, 

and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

It is customary that the Paschal Candle burn at all services from Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let us pray that our God 

will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

 

THE STORY OF CREATION: Genesis 1:1—2:4a                                  Tony Garratt-Reed, St. John Baptist, Thomaston 

 

Hymn 25   O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ                The Eighth Tune 

 

 

 



 
 

Let us pray. (Silence) 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may 

share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE FLOOD: Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13       St. Thomas’, Camden 

Hymn 645   The King of love my shepherd is      St. Columba 

 

 

 

 
Let us pray. (Silence) 

Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your covenant with all living things: Grant that we, who are saved 

through water and the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA: Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21              St. Peter’s, Rockland 

 



 
Let us pray. (Silence) 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty 

arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of 

Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the 

inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES: Ezekiel 37:1-14       St. Margaret’s, 

Belfast 

Hymn 508     Breathe on me, Breath of God     Nova Vita 

 

 



 
 

Let us pray. (Silence) 

Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death into life: 

Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE DELIVERANCE OF JONAH:  Jonah 1:1-2:1                                  Nativity Lutheran, Rockport 

Hymn 680     O God, our help in ages past          St. Anne 

 

 
       

Let us pray. (Silence) 

O God of deliverance, you saved Jonah through the waters of death, and after three days you brought him to new life. 

Speak to us by this sign, and call us to repentance, that we may heed the voice of your risen Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen.  

 



Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 

 

The Bishop says  

The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 

Parents and Godparents 

I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents 

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present 

is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant 

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow 

into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God's help. 

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of the parents and godparents who speak 

on behalf of the infants and younger children 

Question  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 

Answer   I renounce them. 

Question  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 

Answer   I renounce them. 

Question  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

Answer   I renounce them. 

Question  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer  I do. 

Question  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer  I do. 

Question  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

Answer  I do. 

 
When there are others to be presented, the Bishop says 

The other Candidates will now be presented. 

Presenters I present these persons for Confirmation. 

Or  I present these persons to be received into this Communion. 

Or  I present these persons who desire to reaffirm their baptismal vows. 

The Bishop asks the candidates 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil. 

Candidate  I do. 

Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

Candidate I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 

 
After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 

People We will. 

The Bishop then says these or similar words 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 



 

THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
Bishop 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

People 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Bishop 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Bishop  Will you continue in the apostles ’teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 

 

Prayers for the Candidates 

The Bishop then says to the congregation 

Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.   

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth.   

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.   

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.   

People Lord, hear our prayer. 



Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.   

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love.   

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.   

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

A period of silence follows.  Then the Bishop says 

Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and 

brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these your 

servants the covenant you have made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform 

the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving over the Water 

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.  Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 

Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus 

received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 

and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 

resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.  Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 

fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 

born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Baptism 

 
Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting priest or deacon, who then immerses, or pours water upon, the candidate, 

saying 

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Bishop prays over them, saying 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the 

forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an 

inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 

and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

 

The Laying on of Hands 

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says 

Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him for your service; and sustain him all the days of 

his life. Amen. 



For Reception 

N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and we receive you into the fellowship 

of this Communion.  God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you.  Amen. 

For Reaffirmation 

N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you, direct and uphold you in the service of Christ and his 

kingdom.  Amen. 

The Bishop concludes with this prayer 

Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever be with 

them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with 

you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROCESSION TO THE CHURCH AND EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

As all enter the darkened church, the people’s candles are relighted. The people enter by the center aisle and 

find their way to a pew.   

Those who require special assistance should notify an usher. 

All remain standing. 

Processional on Easter Hymn          Sean Fleming 
 

The candles at the Altar are lighted from the Paschal Candle. 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 



Hymn 207    Bells may be rung on “Alleluia”     Easter Hymn 

 

 

 

 



 

The Celebrant then says 

The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit 

of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity 

and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

 

 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Church at Rome [6:3-11]                      Candida Steel 

3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we 

have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

  5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 

enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 

with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Sequence Hymn 208                     The strife is o'er, the battle done        Victory 
All stand and sing 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew [28:1-10].  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the 

stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook 

and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus 

who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly 

and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him. ’This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then 

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

Deacon The Gospel of our Savior.  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

 

The Sermon              Dr. Deirdre Good 

 



The Prayers of the People 

All standing. 

Deacon  
Risen Lord, with joyful hearts and confident expectation, we lay our concerns and intentions before you, saying: hear us 

and transform us. 

Intercessor 
For the Church, for Thomas, our bishop, for all bishops, priests, deacons, and lay persons, that we may recognize your 

resurrection in our common life and show it to the world: 

Risen Lord, 

hear us and transform us. 

For Donald, our President, Janet, our Governor, and for all persons in authority, that they may serve the people by 

recognizing your image in themselves and us: 

Risen Lord, 

hear us and transform us. 

For the world, for those who live in places where truth and justice are absent, where peace and safety are far away, and for 

those who live in complacency and comfort, that we may all learn your self-giving love: 

Risen Lord, 

hear us and transform us. 

For this town and for all of the communities from which we come and to which we go, that we may live in your life of 

charity and forgiveness: 

Risen Lord, 

hear us and transform us. 

For those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, for and for those others we name aloud or in our hearts, 
Silence 
that they might find comfort and healing in their life in you: 

Risen Lord, 

hear us and transform us. 

For the people and relationships and circumstances that bring us joy and for those others we name aloud or in our hearts 
Silence 
that we may always remember that our joy begins and ends in you: 

Risen Lord, 

hear us and transform us. 

For those who have died, and those we name aloud or in our hearts, 
Silence 
that they may share with all your saints in your resurrection: 

Risen Lord, 

hear us and transform us. 

Celebrant 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: grant that we may 

share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant says an offertory sentence.  Offerings of the people are received and brought forward 

as the hymn is sung; all standing. Online Offerings: Scan the QR Code or click the Donate Button on 

our website (www.stthomascamden.org) 

 

 

 

https://www.stthomascamden.org/


Offertory Hymn 178           Alleluia No. 1 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



The Great Thanksgiving 

 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy. But chiefly 

are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal 

Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his 

rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.  Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful 

of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

Celebrant and People 

Sanctus S130      Holy, holy, holy     Schubert/Proulx 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
The Celebrant continues 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life.  You formed us in your own image and called us 

to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth 

your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness 

in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. 

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah you 

called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to 

renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. 

Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, 

he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 

and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said:“Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine.  By your 

Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be 

filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters 



and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever.  Through Christ and 

with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, 

for ever and ever. AMEN 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM WLP 880  Christ our Passover (Vaughan Williams)    Sine Nomine 



 

 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The Communion   
This is God’s table, all are welcome.  You may receive at the altar or the Communion station by the pulpit.  Gluten-free 

wafers are available by asking the priest.  You can request that Communion be brought to your pew by letting an usher 

know. 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

Hymn 335   I am the bread of life       I Am the Bread of Life 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Hymn 712           Dona nobis pacem 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN  
All stand and sing 



 

 



 
All remain standing, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Loving God, 

we give you thanks 

for restoring us in your image 

and nourishing us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 

Now send us forth 

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 

that we may proclaim your love to the world 

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Bishop blesses the people 

Deacon   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

After the ministers depart, the congregation may be seated for the remainder of the postlude. 

Postlude     Toccata from Symphony V    Charles -Marie Widor  

A reception in the parish hall follows. 

 

Liturgical Ministers 

Ushers: Phil Groman, Dwayne Robinson 

Musician: Sean Fleming 

Thurifer: Linda Parsloe 

Crucifer: Cipperly Good 

Master of Ceremonies:  The Rev. Paul Briggs 

Preacher: Dr. Deirdre Good 

Ministers of Communion: The Rev. Percy Grant, The Rev. Barbara Briggs, Dr. Deirdre Good 

Deacon: The Rev. Kristen Burkholder 

Celebrant:  The Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Brown, Bishop of Maine 

 

 

 

THE CANDIDATES  

Baptism 

Louise Barbara Cordes (St. Margaret’s) 

Fern Cassidy Cordes (St. Margaret’s) 

Reception 

Francis Anthony Stewart (St. Thomas) 

Bruce Benjamin Lowry (St. Thomas) 

Diane Sally Veronica Snow (St. Peter’s) 

 

Confirmation 

Alison Ruth Angell (St. Thomas) 

 

Reaffirmation 

Rebecca Leigh Cordes (St. Margaret’s) 

Nan Strohmenger Hunter (St. Peter’s) 

Candida Staempfli Steel (St. Peter’s)
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