The First Sunday in Lent

Sunday, February 22,2026 9:30 a.m.

Welcome visitors and newcomers, we are glad you are here! If you would like more information
about the community of St. Thomas, please speak to a greeter or a member of the clergy. To receive
information by email, please fill out a visitor card found in the pew and give to an usher or place
in the offering plate.

The Great Litany
All stand. L

Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth. Have mercy on us.
Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world, Have mercy on us.
Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful, Have mercy on us.
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, One God, Have mercy on us.
1L
From all evil and mischief; from pride, vanity and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred and malice; and from all
evil intent. Savior deliver us.
From sloth, worldliness and love of money; from hardness of heart and contempt for your word and your laws,
Savior deliver us.
From sins of body and mind; from deceits of the world, flesh and the devil, Savior deliver us.
From famine and disaster; from violence, murder, and dying unprepared, Savior deliver us.
In all times of sorrow; in all times of joy; in the hour of our death and at the day of judgment, Savior deliver us.
By the mystery of your holy incarnation; by your birth, childhood and obedience; by your baptism, fasting and temptation,
Savior deliver us.
By your ministry in word and work; by your mighty acts of power; by the preaching of your reign, Savior deliver us.
By your agony and trial; by your cross and passion; by your precious death and burial, Savior deliver us.
By your mighty resurrection; by your glorious ascension; and by your sending of the Holy Spirit, Savior deliver us.
1.
Hear our prayers, O Christ our God. Hear us, O Christ.
Govern and direct your holy Church; fill it with love and truth; and grant it that unity which is your will.
Hear us, O Christ.
Give us boldness to preach the gospel in all the world, and to make disciples of all the nations. Hear us, O Christ.
Enlighten your bishops, priests and deacons with knowledge and understanding, that by their teaching and their lives they
may proclaim your word. Hear us, O Christ.
Give your people grace to witness to your word and bring forth the fruit of your Spirit. Hear us, O Christ.
Bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived. Hear us, O Christ.
Strengthen those who stand; comfort and help the fainthearted; raise up the fallen; and finally beat down
Satan under our feet. Hear us, O Christ.
IV.
Guide the leaders of the nations into the ways of peace and justice. Hear us, O Christ.
Give your wisdom and strength to Donald, the President of the United States, Janet, the Governor of this state, that in all
things they may do your will, for your glory and the common good. Hear us, O Christ.
Give to the Congress of the United States, the members of the President’s Cabinet, those who serve in our state
legislature, and all others in authority the grace to walk always in the ways of truth. Hear us, O Christ.
Bless the justices of the Supreme Court and all those who administer the law, that they may act with integrity and do
justice for all your people. Hear us, O Christ.
Give us the will to use the resources of the earth to your glory and for the good of all. Hear us, O Christ.
Bless and keep all your people, Hear us, O Christ.
V.
Comfort and liberate the lonely, the bereaved and the oppressed. Hear us, O Christ.
Keep in safety those who travel and all who are in peril. Hear us, O Christ.
Heal the sick in body, mind or spirit and provide for the homeless, the hungry and the destitute. Hear us, O Christ.
Guard and protect all children who are in danger. Hear us, O Christ.
Shower your compassion on prisoners, hostages and refugees, and all who are in trouble. Hear us, O Christ.
Forgive our enemies, persecutors and slanderers, and turn their hearts. Hear us, O Christ.
Hear us as we remember those who have died and grant us with them a share in your eternal glory. Hear us, O Christ.



VL
Give us true repentance; forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance and our deliberate sins; and grant us the grace of
your Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to your word.
Holy God,
Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One.
Have mercy on us.

Those going to Chirldren’s Chapel come forward. The Officiant says to the congregation

Will you pray for these young people and chaplains as they hear and receive God’s Word?
People We will.

The Officiant then says to the chapel participants
Will you pray for us as we hear and receive God’s Word?

Chapel Participants We will.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted of Satan: Make speed to help thy servants who are
assaulted by manifold temptations; and, as thou knowest their several infirmities, let each one find thee mighty to save;
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Lessons
The people sit.

A Reading from the book of Genesis [2:15-17; 3:1-7]

“The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. '°And the LORD God commanded
the man, ““You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; '"but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

*Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman,
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” *The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit
of the trees in the garden; *but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor
shall you touch it, or you shall die.”” “But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; *for God knows that when
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” °So when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. "Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 32

Remain seated.

'Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, *
and whose sin is put away!

’Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, *
and in whose spirit there is no guile!

‘While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, *
because of my groaning all day long.

‘For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; *
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

‘Then I acknowledged my sin to you, *
and did not conceal my guilt.

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” *
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

"Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; *
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.



¥You are my hiding-place;

you preserve me from trouble; *
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

%“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; *
I will guide you with my eye.

"“Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; *
who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you.”

Great are the tribulations of the wicked; *
but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.

’Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; *
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome [5:12-19]

12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have
sinned—"’sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. '“Yet death exercised
dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the
one who was to come.

"But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have
the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. '°’And the free gift is
not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift
following many trespasses brings justification. '"If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through
that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise
dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

"“Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all. “For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s
obedience the many will be made righteous.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn 448 vv. 1-3 O love how deep, how broad, how high Deus tuorum militum
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Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew [4:1-11]
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.

'[After Jesus was baptized, he] was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.”He fasted forty days
and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. *The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” ‘But he answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””
‘Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, “saying to him, “If you are the
Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor;
and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” '“Jesus said to him, “Away with
you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””
"Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

29

The Sermon

The Creed
All stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Peace
Officiant The peace of the Lord be always with you. People And with thy spirit.

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Announcements may be made.

Online Offerings: Scan the QR Code or click the Donate Button on our website (www.stthomascamden.org)

Offertory Hymn LEVAS 188 It Is Well with My Soul


https://www.stthomascamden.org/
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The Celebrant then continues

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving
People and Celebrant

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we thine unworthy servants

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks

for all thy goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all men.

We bless thee for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for thine inestimable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we beseech thee,

give us that due sense of all thy mercies,

that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful;
and that we show forth thy praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to thy service,

and by walking before thee

in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.



Hymn 559 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us Dulce carmen
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Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People Thanks be to God.

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved.

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common
Prayer, 1979. Hymn permissions (including streaming music) in this Service obtained from ONE LICENSE: License #A4-712382. All rights reserved

Liturgical Ministers
Officiant and Preacher: The Rev. Kristen Burkeholder Pianist: Lizzie Danchi
Readers: Sarah Groman, Benjy Lowry Ushers: Phil Groman, Dean Jackson



People in our Prayers

Healing: Kate Pinson, Karen Nolan, Tim C., Bill, Jan, Marieda Hunt, Patrick Coleman, Jan L., Miriam, The Nisbet Family, Wendy,
Jeff, Sandra Covington, Peter Walker, Br. Richard Biernacki BSG, Jeff, David Bridges, Kathy Bridges, Donald, Diana Mohr, Gwen,
Charles Lewis, Jeanie, Timothy Jackson, Catherine, Kristina Shea, Tony, Mya Delisle, Andrew Moran, Donovan, Debra and Amy,
Ned and Kathleen Bachus, Anna and her child Brody, Ruth Tolman, Helene, John, Phyllis, Michael, Bob, Sylvia, Marlene,

Percy, Joan Grey, Cathy, James, Ken, Joseph, Jo Panayotoff, Joyce S, Jan Schaefer, Christine & Paul M, Jason, Kristen, Jeanie,
Cathie, Brian, Bob S., Gary P., Gay Schueler, Pat Medley, Timothy Darling, Leah, Sandy, Ezra, Chris Strazzulla, Fr. Tom Pike, Evie
Bridges, Luke Morelli, Tim Peters, Janice Boetsch, Lucy Ebbert, Shirley, Budge Walen, Chris, Vicki Boetsch, Catherine G, Annabel,
Pam Kaler, Margery, Stephanie, Helen Russell

February Birthdays: Sue Such (2), Leamon Scott (3), Cathy Harrell (6), Ron Zdrojeski (11), Sarah Groman (18), Teague
Buchanan (21), Isa Babb (28), Rachel Bok-Goldman (28)

Diocese Cycle of Prayer: St. Barnabas’, Rumford, St. Ann’s, Windham, St. Francis by the Sea, Blue Hill

This Week at St. Thomas’

The First Sunday in Lent, February 22:
Coffee Hour follows in Parish Hall
Inquirer’s Classes following 9:30 a.m. Liturgy (Conference Room)
4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer (Lady Chapel)

Wednesday, February 25:
9:30 a.m. Holy Euchairst with Healing Prayer (Lady Chapel)
11:00 a.m. Bible Study on Zoom (Contact Donvan Bowley for link)

Saturday, February 28
7:30 p.m. Outreach Dance (Parish Hall)

The Second Sunday in Lent, March 1:
9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I (Coffee Hour follows in Parish Hall)
Inquirer’s Classes following 9:30 a.m. Liturgy (Conference Room)
4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer (Lady Chapel)

A.A. meetings are held daily at 6:30 p.m.

Upcoming
March 13, 14, 15, 18 Palm Sunday, March 29 Easter Eve, April 4
Holy Cow! Listening Sessions Return to Two Services, 8 & 10 a.m. 7:30 p.m. THE GREAT VIGIL OF
EASTER
Staff & Parish Officers
Kayla Clay, Parish Administrator
admin@stthomascamdenme.org
Office: 207-236-3680
The Rev. Dr. Rosalee Glass, Deacon Emeritus
The Rev. Paul Briggs, Interim Rector Tony Coyne, Sexton
interimrector@stthomascamdenme.org Elizabeth Moran, Senior Warden
(860) 384-9193 Benjy Lowry, Junior Warden
The Rev. Kristen Burkholder, Deacon Terry Mello, Treasurer

deacon@stthomascamdenme.org Anne Rogers-Popejoy, Vestry Clerk

(207) 322-7816

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

33 Chestnut Street P.O. Box 631 Camden, ME 04843
www.stthomascamdenme.org
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