
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, October 5, 2025  8 a.m. 

Blessing of Animals and Holy Eucharist Rite One 
 

Welcome visitors and newcomers; we are glad you are here!  If you would like more information 

about the community of St. Thomas, please speak to a greeter or a member of the clergy.  To 

receive information by email, please fill out a visitor card found in the pew and give to an usher 

or place in the offering plate. 

 

 

 

Opening Acclamation (BCP p. 323) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 

  Amen. 
The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great 

commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang 

all the Law and the Prophets. 

 
The following is sung, all standing 

Glory be to God on high, 

and on earth peace, good will towards men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, 

we glorify thee, 

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; 

thou only art the Lord; 

thou only, O Christ, 

with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And with thy spirit.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

  

Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than we to pray, and art wont to give more than either 

we desire or deserve: Pour down upon us the abundance of thy mercy, forgiving us those things whereof our conscience is 



afraid, and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask, but through the merits and mediation of Jesus 

Christ thy Son our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Habakkuk [1:1-4; 2:1-4] 

1The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

 

 2O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 

  and you will not listen? 

 Or cry to you “Violence!” 

  and you will not save? 

 3Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

  and look at trouble? 

 Destruction and violence are before me; 

  strife and contention arise. 

 4So the law becomes slack 

  and justice never prevails. 

 The wicked surround the righteous— 

  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

 2:1I will stand at my watchpost, 

  and station myself on the rampart; 

 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 

  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

 2Then the LORD answered me and said: 

 Write the vision; 

  make it plain on tablets, 

  so that a runner may read it. 

 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

  it speaks of the end, and does not lie. 

 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

  it will surely come, it will not delay. 

 4Look at the proud! 

  Their spirit is not right in them, 

  but the righteous live by their faith. 

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

Psalm 37:1-10 
Remain seated. 

 1Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; * 

  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 

 2For they shall soon wither like the grass, * 

  and like the green grass fade away. 

 3Put your trust in the LORD and do good; * 

  dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 

 4Take delight in the LORD, * 

  and he shall give you your heart’s desire. 

 5Commit your way to the LORD and put your trust in him, * 

  and he will bring it to pass. 

 6He will make your righteousness as clear as the light * 

  and your just dealing as the noonday. 



 7Be still before the LORD * 

  and wait patiently for him. 

 8Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, * 

  the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 

 9Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; * 

  do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 

 10For evildoers shall be cut off, * 

  but those who wait upon the LORD shall possess the land. 

 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's Second Letter to Timothy [1:1-14] 

1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 

  2To Timothy, my beloved child:  

  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—when I remember you 

constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am 

reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am 

sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my 

hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 

  8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the 

gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but 

according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has now 

been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 

light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I 

suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to 

guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me, 

in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit 

living in us. 

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

 

 

All stand. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke [17:5-10] 
People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you 

could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 

  7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come 

here at once and take your place at the table’? 8Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your 

apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the slave for doing what was 

commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have 

done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 

  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

  

Ministry Moment          Rebecca Vogt 

The Sermon 
 



The Creed 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
All remain standing. 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 



The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. Prayers for birthdays, anniversaries, and travel may be offered. 

The Blessing of Animals  

Presider  God’s animals inhabit the skies, the land, and the sea; we share the earth with them, and like them rely on God’s  

blessing to sustain and preserve us. We gather today in communion and friendship with Francis of Assisi who preached to 

animals and moved throughout the known world sharing God’s unconditional love for all beings. Remembering Francis’s 

love for all God’s creatures, bring forward the animals entrusted to your care that we may bless them.   

Presider  N., May God who created and preserves you bless, defend, heal, and keep you, this day and always. Amen.  

When all have been blessed the Presider prays  

Let us pray. God of all creation: We give you thanks and praise. Open our eyes to see your hand at work in all creation. 

May your bountiful blessing be upon us all, God our Redeemer, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin  
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Almighty God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

maker of all things, judge of all men: 

We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 

and wickedness, 

which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 

by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 

provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 

We do earnestly repent, 

and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 

the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 

the burden of them is intolerable. 

Have mercy upon us, 

have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and grant that we may ever hereafter 

serve and please thee in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of thy Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with 

hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 

and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew 11:28 

 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 

  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 



The Holy Communion 
 

 
Necessary announcements may be made; the people may be seated. 

The people stand as the offerings are brought forward.  Online Offerings: Scan the QR Code or click the Donate 

Button on our website (www.stthomascamden.org) 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is meet and right so to do. 

  

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.  Who by water and the Holy Spirit hast made us a new people in Jesus Christ our 

Lord, to show forth they glory in all the world. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; 

evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The people kneel or stand. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; 

and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the 

cross for our redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy 

Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to 

his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; 

for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as 

ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy gifts which we now 

offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and 

precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great 

glory. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and 

sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus 

Christ. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer 

and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy 

https://www.stthomascamden.org/


Communion may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace 

and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell 

in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father 

Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 

 
The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
The following prayer may be said. The People may join in saying this prayer 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy 

manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art 

the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy 

dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with 

the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us 

thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of 

thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. 

And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 

fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

The priest blesses the people 

 
 Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Liturgical Ministers 

Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Paul Briggs 

Deacon: The Rev. Kristen Burkholder 

Eucharistic Minister: Sandy Lyle 

Reader: Terry Mello 

Usher: Carlos Mello 
 

People in our Prayers 

Healing: Peter Walker, Br. Richard Biernacki BSG, Dorothy Foltz-Gray, David Bridges, Kathy Bridges, Donald, Diana Mohr, Gwen, 

Charles Lewis, Jeanie, Timothy Jackson, Catherine, Gay Schueler, Kristina Shea, Tony, Mya Delisle, Andrew Moran, Donovan, 

Debra and Amy, Ned and Kathleen Bachus, Anna and her child Brody, Ruth Tolman, Helene, John, Phyllis, Michael, Bob, Sylvia, 

Marlene, Percy, Joan Grey, Cathy, James, Ken, Joseph, Jo Panayotoff, Joyce S, Jan Schaefer, Christine & Paul M, Jason, Kristen, 

Jeanie, Cathie, Brian, Bob S., Gary P., Timothy Darling, Leah, Sandy, Ezra, Chris Strazzulla, Fr. Tom Pike, Evie Bridges, Luke 

Morelli, Tim Peters, Janice Boetsch, Lucy Ebbert, Shirley, Budge Walen, Chris, Vicki Boetsch, Catherine G, Annabel, Pam Kaler, 

Margery, Stephanie, Kyle R. 

October Birthdays: Rosalee Glass (1), Lucy Lowry (6), Rebecca Vogt (7), Chris Groman (9), William Conrad (14), Phyllis Barry 

(17), Stephen Thomas (17), Benjy Lowry (18), Polly Chatfield (19), Nancy Wright (25), Doc Wallace (27), Kathleen Buchanan (27), 

Sam Cotton (31) 

Diocese Cycle of Prayer: Trinity, Lewiston, Christ Church, Gardiner, For Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God with gratitude by Bob and Connie Bock 

 

This Week at St. Thomas’ 
 

Sunday, October 5: 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

10:00 a.m. Blessing of Animals and Holy Eucharist Rite II (Coffee Hour follows in Parish Hall) 

4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer (Lady Chapel) 
 

Wednesday, October 8: 

9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Healing  

11:00 a.m. Bible Study (online) 
 

Sunday, October 12: 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II (Coffee Hour follows in Parish Hall) 

4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer (Lady Chapel) 
 

 

A.A. meetings are held daily at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Church Staff and Parish Officers 
 

Kayla Clay, Parish Administrator 

admin@stthomascamdenme.org  

Office: 207-236-3680 
 

The Rev. Paul Briggs, Interim Rector 

interimrector@stthomascamdenme.org  

(860) 384-9193 
 

The Rev. Kristen Burkholder, Deacon 

deacon@stthomascamdenme.org 

(207) 322-7816 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Rosalee Glass, Deacon Emeritus 

Tony Coyne, Sexton 

Elizabeth Moran, Senior Warden 

Br. Donovan Bowley, BSG, Junior Warden 

Terry Mello, Treasurer 

Anne Rogers-Popejoy, Vestry Clerk

 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
33 Chestnut Street P.O. Box 631 Camden, ME 04843 

www.stthomascamdenme.org 
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