
 

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost     
Sunday, July 20, 2025            10 a.m.  
                                                                            

The Holy Eucharist Rite Two                                                                                                              

Welcome visitors and newcomers; we are glad you are here!  If you would like more information about 

the community of St. Thomas, please speak to a greeter or a member of the clergy.  To receive 

information by email, please fill out a visitor card found in the pew and give to an usher or place in the 

offering plate. 

Prelude 
Allein Gott in der höh sei Ehr, BWV 662      Johann Sebastian BACH 

(1686-1750) 
 

Entrance Hymn 401    The God of Abram Praise    Leoni 

 

1.The God of Abraham praise, 

who reigns enthroned above; 

Ancient of everlasting days, 

and God of love; 

the Lord, the great I AM, 

by earth and heaven confessed: 

we bow and bless the sacred Name 

for ever blest. 

 

2. He by himself hath sworn: 

we on his oath depend; 

we shall, on eagle-wings upborne, 

to heaven ascend: 

we shall behold his face, 

we shall his power adore, 

and sing the wonders of his grace 

for evermore. 

 

3.There dwells the Lord, our King, 

the Lord, our Righteousness, 

triumphant o'er the world and sin, 

the Prince of Peace; 

on Zion's sacred height 

his kingdom he maintains, 

and, glorious with his saints in light, 

for ever reigns. 

 

4.The God who reigns on high 

the great archangels sing, 

and "Holy, holy, holy," cry, 

"Almighty King! 

Who was, and is, the same, 

and evermore shall be: 

eternal Father, great I AM, 

we worship thee." 

 

5.The whole triumphant host 

give thanks to God on high; 

"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!" 

they ever cry; 

hail, Abraham's Lord divine! 

With heaven our songs we raise; 

all might and majesty are thine, 

and endless praise. 
 

 

Opening Acclamation (BCP p. 355) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

As we sing the Gloria, those participating in Children’s Chapel may make their way forward. 



 

 

 

 



 

The Celebrant says to the congregation 

Will you pray for these young people and chaplains as they hear and receive God’s Word? 
People   We will. 

The Celebrant then says to the chapel participants 

Will you pray for us as we hear and receive God’s Word? 
Chapel Participants We will. 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have 

compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our 

blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Deacon         Go in peace 

The Lessons 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis [18:1-10a] 

1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He 

looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and 

bowed down to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be 

brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 

yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 
6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and 

make cakes.” 7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to 

prepare it. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them 

under the tree while they ate. 

  9They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10aThen one said, “I will surely return 

to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
  

 Psalm 15 
Remain seated. 

 

 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 

  who may abide upon your holy hill? 

 2Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 

  who speaks the truth from his heart. 

 3There is no guile upon his tongue; 

 he does no evil to his friend; * 

  he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 

 4In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 

  but he honors those who fear the LORD. 



 

 5He has sworn to do no wrong * 

  and does not take back his word. 

 6He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 

  nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
 Second half chant tune 
     7Whoever does these things * 

  shall never be overthrown. 

 

 A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Colossae [1:15-28] 

15[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were 

created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 

through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the 

body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 
19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

  21And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in his fleshly body 

through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him—23provided that you continue 

securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, 

which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. 

  24I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s 

afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25I became its servant according to God’s commission that was 

given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and 

generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles 

are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28It is he whom we proclaim, warning 

everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

 

Sequence Hymn  711   Seek ye first the kingdom of God    Dona nobis pacem 
All stand and sing 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke [10:38-42] 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 38As [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a village where a woman named Martha welcomed him into 

her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was 

distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the 

work by myself? Tell her then to help me.” 41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted 

by many things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from 

her.” 

  
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

The Sermon  
Silence may follow. 

 

 

 

The Creed 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 



 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
All remain standing. 

If we live by the Spirit, brothers and sisters, let us also be guided by the Spirit. And, guided by the Spirit, let us lift our 

prayers to the Lord, saying, “We cry aloud to you; O God, hear us.” 

We give you thanks, O God, that for freedom Christ has set us free. Though at times it challenges our patience, we also 

give you thanks for the freedom, through love, to become servants of one another. 

Silence 

We cry aloud to you; O God, hear us. 

Gracious God, give us the will and the strength to prepare the way for your Kingdom to come. May love heal our factions 

and peace overcome strife. 

Silence 

We cry aloud to you; O God, hear us. 

Your paths are in the great waters, mighty Redeemer. We thank you that by the waters of baptism you have made us 

members of your household. 

Invite the congregation to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence 

We cry aloud to you; O God, hear us. 



 

Lord Jesus, you rebuked your disciples James and John when they desired the destruction of others. Instill in us gentleness 

and self-control that we might learn to love even those with whom we strongly disagree. 

Silence 

We cry aloud to you; O God, hear us. 

You are the God who works wonders. We offer to you our sincere prayers for our hurting loved ones. Work wonders in 

their hearts and lives, we pray. 

Invite the congregation to add their petitions, followed by silence 

We cry aloud to you; O God, hear us. 

By your strength, O God, you redeem your people. Lead us by your Spirit and make us fit for your heavenly Kingdom. 

Silence 

We cry aloud to you; O God, hear us. 

Prayers for birthdays, anniversaries, travel may be offered. 

 

Confession of Sin 
The Deacon says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

 

 

Online Offerings: Scan the QR Code or click the Donate Button on our website 

(www.stthomascamden.org) 

 

https://www.stthomascamden.org/


 

 

Offertory Hymn 316   This is the hour of banquet and of song     Caelitum Joseph 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer A)     Book of Common Prayer,  page 361 
 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we 

praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and God of might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil 

and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 

reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 



 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 

Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, 

and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 

unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 

peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 

yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The Communion   
This is God’s table, all are welcome.  Gluten-free wafers are available; ask the priest when you come to the altar rail.  You can request that 

Communion be brought to your pew by letting an usher know. 

 



 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

God of abundance, 

you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 

you have united us with Christ and one another; 

and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. 

Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, 

that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 

and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
The priest may bless the people 

 

 Hymn  382    King of Glory      General Seminary 

 

 



 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Postlude            

Pièce d’orgue, BWV 572        Johann Sebastian BACH 

 

From riteplanning.com. Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised 

Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Church of Christ in the USA and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and 

Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Hymn permissions (including streaming 

music) in this Service obtained from ONE LICENSE: License #A-712382.  All rights reserved 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical Ministers 

 

Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Paul Briggs 

Deacon: The Rev. Kristen Burkholder 

Guest Organist: Dr. James Higdon 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: Bobby Purkey, Jeff Conrad  

 Reader: Sue Foltz 

Prayers of the People: Donovan Bowley, B.S.G. 

Ushers: Cheryl White, Cheryl Reif 



 

 

People in our Prayers 

Preparing for Holy Baptism: Elliott Russell Reed 

Healing:  Carolyn Moore, Mike Moore, David Bridges, Kathy Bridges, Donald, Diane Mofr, Gwen, Charles Lewis, 

Jeanie, Timothy Jackson, Jerry Hoff and Catherine, Gay Schueler, Kristina Shea, Tony, Dana, Mya Delisle, Andrew 

Moran, Donovan, Debra and Amy, Ned and Kathleen Bachus, Anna and her child Brody, Ruth Tolman, Helene, John, 

Phyllis, Michael, Bob, Sylvia, Marlene, Percy, Joan Grey, Cathy, James, Ken, Joseph, Kelli McGuire, Jo Panayotoff, 

Joyce S, Jan Schaefer, Christine & Paul M, Jason, Kristen, Jeanie, Cathie, Brian, Bob S., Gary P., Sandy, Ezra, Chris 

Strazzulla, Fr. Tom Pike, Evie Bridges, Luke Morelli, Tim Peters, Janice Boetsch, Lucy Ebbert, Shirley, Budge Walen, 

Chris, Vicki Boetsch, Catherine G, Annabel, Pam Kaler, Margery, Stephanie, Kyle R., Leah 

For those who died in the floods in Texas, for all who mourn, for recovery workers and first responders. 

July Birthdays: Cheryl White (12), Peggy Daniels (14), Sarah Cotton (20), Roy Bennett (24), Dean Jackson (28) 

Diocese Cycle of Prayer: Church of the Redeemer, Sorrento, For the mission and ministry of Camp Bishopswood. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Week at St. Thomas’ 
 

Sunday, July 20: 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Coffee Hour Follows (Parish Hall) 

4:00 p.m.  Picnic (invite a friend, bring side dish or dessert, lawn games, lawn chair) 

4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer (Lady Chapel) 
 

Wednesday, July 23: 

9:30 a.m. Healing Eucharist  

11:00 a.m. Bible Study (online) 

4:00 p.m. Bell Tower Committee (Conference Room) 
 

Sunday, July 27: 

8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 

10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer, (Coffee Hour Follows in Parish Hall) 

4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer (Lady Chapel) 
 

A.A. meetings are held daily at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Upcoming 
Legacy Society Dinner, Saturday, August 23, 4:30 p.m.  

(RSVP to Kayla Clay admin@stthomascamdenme.org by Monday, August 11) 

  

mailto:admin@stthomascamdenme.org


 

Church Staff and Parish Officers 
 

Kayla Clay, Parish Administrator 

admin@stthomascamdenme.org  

Office: 207-236-3680 
 

The Rev. Paul Briggs, Interim Rector 

interimrector@stthomascamdenme.org  

(860) 384-9193 
 

The Rev. Kristen Burkholder, Deacon 

deacon@stthomascamdenme.org 

(207) 322-7816 
 

The Rev. Dr. Rosalee Glass, Deacon Emeritus 

Tony Coyne, Sexton 

Elizabeth Moran, Senior Warden 

Br. Donovan Bowley, BSG, Junior Warden 

Terry Mello, Treasurer 

Anne Rogers-Popejoy, Vestry Clerk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
33 Chestnut Street P.O. Box 631 Camden, ME 04843 
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