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Maundy Thursday 
 

 
 
Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 
People  His mercy endures for ever. 

Said by all, three times: 

Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 

  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 
 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood:  Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully 
in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a 
pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus [12:1-4, 11-14] 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for 
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the 
whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb 
for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole 
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. This is how you shall eat it: your 
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that 
night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings 
and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The 
blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I 
will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to 
the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 116:1, 10-17 Dilexi, quondam 

1      I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
 because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
10    How shall I repay the Lord * 
 for all the good things he has done for me? 
11    I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
 and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
12    I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  
 in the presence of all his people. 
13    Precious in the sight of the Lord *  
 is the death of his servants. 
14    O Lord, I am your servant; * 
 I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  
 you have freed me from my bonds. 
15    I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
 and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
16    I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *  
 in the presence of all his people, 
17    In the courts of the Lord’s house, *  
 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians [11:23-26] 

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For 
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ According to John [13:1-17, 31b-35] 

 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of 
Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to 
God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
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them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now 
what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, 
but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was 
to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and 
Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants 
are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God 
has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at 
once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I 
said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you 
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another.” 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Homily 
 
The Foot-Washing 

The whole assembly is invited to take part. It is suggested that the presider and assistants wash the feet of the first persons to come 
forward, and that those whose feet are washed then, in turn, wash the feet of those who come after them, hereby giving all the 
opportunity to follow the example and command of Jesus. 

Fellow servants of our Lord Jesus Christ: On the night before his death, Jesus set an 
example for his disciples by washing their feet, an act of humble service. He taught 
that strength and growth in the life of the Kingdom of God come not by power, 
authority, or even miracle, but by such lowly service. 

Therefore, I invite you who share in the royal priesthood of Christ to come forward, 
that we may recall whose servant we are by following the example of our Master. 
Come remembering his admonition that what will be done for us is also to be done by 
us to others, for “a servant is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent 
greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you 
do them.” 

The following is sung during the Ceremony of the Foot Washing 
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Hymn 602 

Ubi caritas Taize Chant  
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The Peace 

Hymn 304 
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Eucharistic Prayer D 

The people remain standing.  The Celebrant faces them and sings or says 

  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, 
living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  Fountain 
of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; 
you created them to 
rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 
beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with 
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify 
your Name, as we sing (say), 
 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our 
care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your 
creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to 
the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we 
might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only 
Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived 
as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; 
to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself 
up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation 
new. 
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And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, 
he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work 
in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them 
he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me." 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  Recalling Christ's death 
and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your 
right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have 
given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 
 

Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon 
us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your 
holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your 
Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a 
living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the 
blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
Remember Justin, Michael, Thomas, and all who minister in your Church. 
Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth. 
Remember                            . 
Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and 
those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into 
the place of eternal joy and light. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with Thomas, our patron, and all the saints 
who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and 
give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, 
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
The Communion 

If it is desired to share a meal after the Maundy Thursday Eucharist, the following order may be observed. 

A meatless meal is to be preferred. The setting should be austere and the foods sparse and simple. Appropriate foods include soup, 
cheese, olives, dried fruit, bread, and wine. 

The following blessings are recited by the Presider at the beginning of the meal, all standing. 

Over Wine 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the fruit of the 
vine; and on this night you have refreshed us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of 
your Son Jesus Christ. Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen. 

Over Bread 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. 
You bring forth bread from the earth; and on this night you have given us the bread 
of life in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ. As grain scattered upon the earth is 
gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church in every place into the kingdom of your 
Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. 

Over the Other Foods 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. 
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You have blessed the earth to bring forth food to satisfy our hunger. Let this food 
strengthen us in the fast that is before us, that following our Savior in the way of the 
cross, we may come to the joy of his resurrection. For yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Toward the close of the meal, a person appointed reads the seventeenth chapter of the Gospel according to John. 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him.  And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent.  I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you 
gave me to do.  So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 
had in your presence before the world existed. 

“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  Now they 
know that everything you have given me is from you, for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 
from you, and they have believed that you sent me.  I am asking on their behalf; I am 
not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours.  All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in 
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one.  While I was with them, I protected them in your 
name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except 
the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I am 
coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy 
made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated 
them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  I 
am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from 
the evil one.  They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world.  Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  As you have sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world.  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so 
that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
 
The agapé concludes with a dismissal; all then process to the church. 
 

The Stripping the Altar 

John 18:1-11 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron 
Valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered.  Now 
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place because Jesus often met there with his 
disciples.  So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief 
priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 
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weapons.  Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked 
them, “Whom are you looking for?”  They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, 
“I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.  When Jesus[c] said to 
them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground.  Again he asked them, 
“Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  Jesus answered, “I 
told you that I am he.  So if you are looking for me, let these people go.”  This was to 
fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave 
me.”  Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and 
cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus.  Jesus said to Peter, “Put your 
sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 
 

Hymn 171 Go to dark Gethsemane 

Psalm 22 is sung by a cantor.   
The congregation is asked to leave in silence. 
The Lady Chapel is available for prayer before the reserved Sacrament until 9 p.m.   


