Second Sunday in Lent
February 25, 2024 - 10 AM

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

Camden, Maine



The Holy Eucharist, Rite IT

Children are always welcome in the chureh.
Please be sure your cell phone is inaudible.

The ministers of the Liturgy enter in silence

Penitential Order The Book of Common Prayer, page 351

Celebrant
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Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.

Prople
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His mercy en- dures for ev . er.

Confession of Sin & Absolution page 352
Hymn S95 Kyrie
AL Cantor or Choir All Cantor or Chotr

Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - Ccy.

The Collect of the Day

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray
from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to
embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son;
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
1



First Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him,
“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on
his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be
the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come
from you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after
you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and
to your offspring after you.

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah
shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

Psalm 22:22-30

22 Praise the LORD, you that fear him; *
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel;
all you of Jacob's line, give glory.
23 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither does he hide his face from them; *
but when they cry to him he hears them.
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
%5 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; *
he rules over the nations.



28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.

2 My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the LORD'S for ever.

30They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.

Second Reading Romans 4:13-25

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For
the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those
who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,”
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead
(for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s
womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to
do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our
justification.

Sequence Hymn 338 Wherefore, O Father Lobet den Gerren



The Holy Gospel Mark 8:31-38

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began
to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
tollowers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and
for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole
wortld and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those
who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father

with the holy angels.”

Sermon The Rev. Paul Briggs
Nicene Creed page 358
Prayers of the People V page 389

Blessings for birthdays, anniversaries, and other life events

The Peace page 360
The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem

Offertory Hymn 435 At the Name of Jesus King’s Weston

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A page 361

Hymn S 124 Sanctus
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Ho- ly, ho - ly, ho- ly Lord, God of pow-er and might, heav-en and
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earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho-san- na in the high - est.
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Bless - e_d is he who comesin the name of the Lord. Ho-san- na in the high - est
The Lord’s Prayer page 364
Hymn S 163 Fraction Anthem
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sins of the world: have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sins of the world: grant us peace.

The Communion
This is God’s table; all are welcome

Postcommunion Prayer page 366

Solemn Prayer Over the People



Hymn 675 Take up your cross Bourbon
Dismissal Response: Thanks be to God

Liturgical Ministers

Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Paul Briggs
Organist: Clarissa Brown, Minister of Music
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Dean Jackson
Lay Readers: Kate Jackson, Dean Jackson
Prayers of the People: Bill Freeman
Ushers: Cheryl White, Roy Gilley

This Week at St. Thomas’

Sunday, February 25:
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite 1
9:15 a.m. Choir Practice
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite 11
11:15 a.m. Sunday Forum and Godly Play
4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer

Wednesday, February 28:

9:30 a.m. Healing Prayer and Eucharist
11:00 a.m. Bible Study

Thursday, February 29:
5:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, March 3:
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:15 a.m. Sunday Forum and Godly Play
4:00 p.m. Centering Prayer

A.A. meetings are held daily at 6:30 p.m.

Restrooms are located down the right aisle, past the Chapel, at the end of the corridor on the left side.




Welcome visitors and newcomers; we are glad you are here! If you would like more information about the
community of St. Thomas, please speak to a greeter or a member of the clergy. To receive information by
email, please fill out a blue card found in the pew and give to an usher or place in the offering plate.

Kayla Clay, Parish Administrator

admin@stthomascamdenme.org

Office: 207-236-3680

The Rev. Paul Briggs, Interim Rector

interimrectorg@stthomascamdenme.org

(860) 384-9193

Church Staff and Parish Officers

The Rev. Dr. Rosalee Glass, Deacon Emeritus
Clarissa Brown, Organist & Choir Director
Tony Coyne, Sexton
Elizabeth Moran, Senior Warden
Br. Donovan Bowley, BSG, Junior Warden
Terry Mello, Treasurer

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Chureh of Christ in the USA and used by permission. The Collects,
Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Hymn permissions (including streaming music) in this Service
obtained from ONE LICENSE: License #A-712382. Al rights reserved

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

33 Chestnut Street P.O. Box 631 Camden, ME 04843
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