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We are celebrating Independence Day today in song and prayer, so I thought it appropriate to transfer the 

readings for July 4th to this morning. The gospel you just heard was chosen specifically for Independence Day.  

It’s interesting that the developers of the lectionary thought that the lesson which states “love your enemies” 

would be the most relevant one to pair with this holiday. 

Love your enemies. Why do you think they might choose those words of Jesus, for Independence Day? 

Loving our enemies is something we all struggle with. My teens in Sunday school struggled with it, this country 

struggles with it—and individually we all struggle with it. 

It is a common tendency to divide the world into good guys and bad guys. People with white hats and black 

hats—so to speak. But how do we know who is who? 

Now in sports and war we have this all figured out. Everyone wears a uniform!  That way we can tell the good 

guys from the bad guys. We need that visual so we can identify the players.  

But what if – at the next Red Sox/Yankees game—everyone went out in just regular shirts and shorts? How 

could we tell who was who? 

And this classification by clothing is not just done in war and sports.  

In the fairly recent past—certainly in the lifetime of many of us here--there has always been a great deal of 

pressure in our society to dress appropriately. There was one way for the girls and one way for the boys. In 

elementary school I had to wear a dress to school. Boys had similar rules.  

This seemed to be a good way to tell which people followed the rules of hierarchy and normalcy—and were the 

good guys.  

God forbid anyone veered from societal and gender norms. Remember the first time Kathryn Hepburn wore 

“trousers” in public?  Hue and cries went up everywhere.  

But in life today—with no uniforms, no prescribed clothing—it’s hard to gauge people. Hard to tell who’s who! 

Hard to know who to love and who to hate.  

During the revolutionary war, we hated the British. They were our enemy, the enemy to freedom. Those red 

coats inflamed the patriots. Now Britain is our strongest ally, and many people in the United States are so 

enamored of their former ‘oppressors’—they call themselves Anglophiles.  

During WWII, the enemies were the Germans, the Italians, and the Japanese. We loved the Russians—who 

were our allies. 

My how the world has changed.  

The Germans, Italians and Japanese are our allies now, and the Russians—well—we all know the Russians are 

definitely our enemies.  

For now. 

Perhaps our own history of who is an enemy and how that changes may give us the clue as to why Jesus spoke 

these words.  

Perhaps he was trying to tell us that the world is never just black and white. That worldview is too limited. After 

all:  



The Tyranny of the “Enemy”  The Rev Canon Lisa Fry 
Independence Day  July 3, 2022 
 

“God makes the sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.” 

In other words—God does not play favorites, or have a specific “team” that he follows. God is there, interacting 

with everyone.  

God never sees the world in black and white. God sees all the colors of the rainbow. God isn’t an either/ or God. 

God is always looking at life in a both/and way.  

An enemy today could be a friend tomorrow. Dresses OR pants is now dresses AND pants. Black AND white.  

Perhaps Jesus is trying to tell us: no one is ALL GOOD or ALL BAD. We might like to think about them that 

way because either /or thinking is always going to be easier for us than both/and. 

Maybe this is good advice for all of us as we celebrate Independence Day. Maybe our country should take note.  

Here in the United States of America we are more divided than ever before in our history. We are more prone to 

either/or thinking now than at any other time in our history.  

But--we began by envisioning this country with wild dreams of freedom for everyone. Initially, the founders 

even debated freeing all the slaves in this declaration—but it was pushed down the road for a while until we 

began to understand that no class of people was more human than any other.  

But we had to learn that lesson again. Fascists began to oppress another minority: the Jews, but we had learned 

from our own history and we united with others to bring freedom to the Jews.  

Human rights for everyone became our pattern. The United States had learned that liberty, freedom, human 

rights- these should not be taken for granted.  

But will this dream of democracy and freedom for everyone in our country hold? Or will we continue to divide, 

and divide, until we start to see each other as either friends of enemies again? 

“For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even your enemies do the same? And if 

you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the non-Christians 

do the same?” 

Today we celebrate our united country and the people who fought for our independence, and other valiant 

soldiers and civilians who fought so fascism could be eradicated. Let’s not let them down. Let us choose every 

day to embrace freedom for all, rather than be trapped in the tyranny of naming others as Enemy. Jesus’ advice 

will forever be both challenging and glorious: love our enemies. And remember--love is not a mere feeling—

it’s how we treat people. So today—and always—let’s treat everyone with compassion and kindness, because 

someday, those we think of today as enemies may someday be friends. Amen 


