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The parable this morning is one of Jesus’ best known parables.  

There is a King who sends out slaves to invite his friends, family and other 

important people to a wedding feast. They can’t-- or won’t—come. They all 

have excuses why it doesn’t fit in with their plans. The king then sends 

servants to the highways and byways—to get those who aren’t known at all, 

have no money, are no one special—and they are delighted to come. But 

the King discovers one guest not wearing a wedding garment, so he sends 

him into the outer darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth—

wait—WHAT?? 

Maybe the poor man couldn’t afford a wedding garment. Maybe he just 

wasn’t paying attention and didn’t put it on. What IS this garment anyway? 

And why is it so important? 

Nowadays it’s often a tradition to wear something special when go out to 

special places. Or sometimes we are asked to wear special things when we 

go to certain places. When my daughter was 12, she visited Italy with a 

singing group. The girls were told to bring head coverings and shawls to 

cover their heads and bare shoulders in the churches there. If they weren’t 

dressed appropriately, they were turned away.  

Or—guys—you’ll recognize this one: you are going out for dinner in an 

unfamiliar place—maybe while on vacation, and you get to the venue desk-- 

after waiting in line for 40 minutes-- there is a sign that says: “men must 

wear jackets.” The good news is that in most of those places—they have 

jackets they can loan you for the duration of the meal.  

I mean, we can choose not to go to these restrictive places, of course. But if 

we go, we need to follow their rules. No jacket, or bare shoulders—no entry. 

Back to the Gospel. In Christ’s day, wedding garments were outer robes put 

on to cover everyday clothes—accepted practice for something as special 

as a wedding. If, perchance, a guest didn’t own one, they were graciously 
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given one at the entrance to the wedding.  These garments made one a part 

of the group- no one looked rich or poor, special or not special—everyone 

looked like what they were: invited guests of the host. 

Let me reiterate: just like modern restaurants today, there was NO reason 

why any wedding guest would not be NOT wearing a wedding garment—

they were given to everyone.  They only reason a person would NOT have it 

on was because of deliberate rudeness.  

It was as if the guest was saying—"I really am loving this free food, the 

crowd, the booze and the fun—I want all that—I just don’t want to have to 

wear the stupid robe.”  

But—like the restaurant-- no wedding garment: no wedding feast. It’s that 

simple. 

And Jesus says right at the beginning of this story: the wedding feast is a 

metaphor for the Kingdom of God. This Kingdom of God is all around is, 

within us, among us. The Kingdom of God that Jesus is talking about is not 

some place we go to after death. The Kingdom of God is what we children 

of God are building with the help of God’s Spirit—here, now. 

Jesus wants everyone to participate in its building.  Everyone.  Look at the 

metaphor—God will invite anyone who will come. Anyone. Everyone.  

The only thing guests are required to do---is to be dressed appropriately 

with what God demands we clothe ourselves with: God’s garment. A 

garment made with justice, mercy, respect and love. 

What follower of Jesus wouldn’t want to be clothed in that? 

Well- according to this story of Jesus’ there are some, evidently. And not 

just in his day—but in all times and places.  

Some refuse to put on this garment. It’s as if they are saying, “I like the 

going to heaven part, the being seen as a Christian part, but this working for 
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justice part, this “loving everyone” part? Respecting the dignity of everyone? 

Really? What would my friends say?” 

And they refuse to put the wedding garment on.  

Putting on Jesus costs us our prejudices. It costs us our human decision 

about who to love and who not to love. Putting on the garment of 

Christianity makes us concerned for everyone, willing to work for the good 

of all, to think everyone is worthy to eat that wedding feast.  Everyone. 

And when we are clothed in these garments-  we all have the same “look” 

about us. There is no fancy velvet peeking out that shows we can afford 

feasting every day, there’s no third hand clothes that show we are less 

fortunate. There are no dresses or pants. There are no hospital gowns or 

ball gowns. We are all equal.  

No matter how  educated, talented, rich, smart or cool we believe we are—

how we treat people shows whether—or not-- we are wearing the wedding 

garment. If we are not wearing it we are saying we are more interested in 

what we decide we will wear—rather than how God would like us to be 

clothed.  

And God sees this. God is still not willing to give up, “Friend,” – God still 

wants us to be HIS—“Friend,” God says—why aren’t you wearing my 

garment?”  

And the guest doesn’t respond. What is he to say? I didn’t want to? I didn’t 

think it was necessary? I didn’t think You’d notice?  

And God is speechless.  

And the guest is now in darkness, in an anguish of his own making. God did 

not put him there. The wedding guest chose this. Freely.  And now he finds 

himself asked to leave the party. He is outside the hall, weeping and 

gnashing his teeth.  
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What would happen if we went to that restaurant and decided not to wear 

the jacket? We wouldn’t be allowed in. Was the restaurant at fault? Was the 

restaurant being mean to us?  

No. Those were just the rules. It was the restaurant’s wish that everyone 

looked dressed up.   

And it’s God’s rule that in the kingdom of God we all are clothed with His 

garment, the one that shows we belong to God.   

It’s our choice if we don’t want to look dressed up. It’s our choice if we don’t 

want to have to wear God’s garment. But we have to live with our choice.  

But God is always merciful.  

We can always go back to the restaurant and wear the jacket.  

And we can always re-enter the party of God and put on His garment:  the 

Robe of justice, mercy, respect and love.  

We might find that it is the warmest, most freeing, attractive garment of all.  

Amen. 


